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Task: IVATF AIR – General  

Progress 

The AIR01 task team is working with and supporting the Science Sub-Group, the IAVW Coordination 

Group and IATA on correlating ‘visibility of ash’ with historical volcanic ash advisory products (VAAC) 

products and a VAAC Best Practices Seminar. The main objective of this effort is to further improve the 

consistency and accuracy of information from VAACs to be used by operators for flights in areas with 

volcanic ash contamination. 

 

With regard to Task TF-AIR04 the proposed document was reviewed. 

 

Issues identified 

The relationship between visibility of ash and VAAC products is under way primarily within the Science 

Sub-Group. The International Airways Volcano Watch Operations Group (IAVWOPSG), with support from 

IATA, is sponsoring a VAAC Best Practices Seminar on 13 and 14 February 2012 in Montréal.  

 

The document produced by the IVATF AIR 04 task team is undergoing review and revision within ICAO 

together with its joint sponsors for the document (e.g. IATA, IFALPA, IFATCA, CANOS, ICCAIA … ).  

The IVATF AIR Sub-Group had been concerned that it was not invited to advise on changes to the current 

text (which had been agreed after many hundreds of comments had been carefully addressed by IVATF 

AIR).  AIR’s offer of the services of Padhraic Kelleher was taken up and Padhraic has provided comments 

and spoken to ICAO leads pointing out serious risks associated with the changes being proposed in the new 

document (now called “FSVA - Flight Safety and Volcanic Ash Risk Management of flight operations with 

known or forecast volcanic ash contamination” …).  A further iteration of the FSVA document has been 

promised. 

 

Detection systems are still in a development phase within the industry. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

Coordination between AIR SG, SCI SG, IAVW CG and ATM SG on the content of VAAC products. 

 

Coordination between AIR SG and SCI SG to arrive at a better understanding of the relation between 

visibility of ash and ash concentration levels. 

 

Wider IVATF AIR SG involvement in due course in IATA/ICCAIA discussions. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

A direct exchange of thoughts between AIR SG and SCI SG still continues. Coordination with IAVW CG 

and ATM SG will follow as soon as there is more clarity on the needs for VAAC information and data 

(products). 

 



  

 

Task: TF-AIR01:  To develop, in close coordination with the SCI SG and IAVW CG, a volcanic ash 

operationally applicable characteristic(s) that can be used as a threshold value for the concept of 

―visible ash‖ and by the VAACs to provide a more consistent and accurate Volcanic Ash 

Advisory/Graphic 

Progress 

The AIR01 task team is working with and supporting the Science Sub-Group, IAVW Coordination Group 

and IATA on correlating ‘visibility of ash’ with historical VAAC products and VAAC Best Practices 

Seminar. 

The team will define any additional work to be performed based on coordination with the SCI and IAVW 

SGs. Arrangements have been made for the VAAC Best Practices Seminar, 13 to 14 February 2012 in 

Montréal. 

 

Issues identified 

The manufacturers, operators, VAACs and Scientists need to work synergistically to define the most 

appropriate and consistent VAAC products to allow operators to make the most informed safety and efficient 

decisions regarding flight and ground operations during a volcanic eruption event.  

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

The team is composed with support of the SCI and VAA subgroups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

ICAO to sponsor a VAAC Best Practices Seminar with support from ICCAIA, IATA and the SCI subgroup. 

 

 



  

 

Task: TF-AIR04: That the AIR04 task team findings be given careful consideration and such further 

action, as required, so as to provide resolutions to the issues raised 

Progress 

Over the last three months the team has finalized the guidance material for management of flight in areas of 

known or forecasted volcanic ash which will be under review within the Flight Operations Section (see also 

part General). The team has been closed down. 

 

Issues identified 

Not applicable 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

Not applicable 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Not applicable 

 

 



  

 

Task: TF-AIR05: Determine, in coordination with the SCI SG, how best to relocate and revise 

guidance for flight into SO2 clouds within Chapter 4.7 of Doc 9766 

Progress 

Although work is ongoing no substantial progress was made over the last three months. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 

 

 



  

 

Task: TF-AIR06: Develop maintenance and operations considerations for international General 

Aviation 

Progress 

There have not been activities from the AIR06 task team in the last 3 months. At IVATF/2 the issue was 

raised if the ICAO guidance material should be updated for the ‘General Aviation’. 

 

Since in the working group no General Aviation associations or manufacturers were present, the action was 

taken (ICAO) to consider inviting associations or manufacturers for further discussions. 

 

Issues identified 

In principle the AIR06 task team is waiting for the initiative to start discussion with GA associations and or 

manufacturers, on the other hand AIR06 thinks that we should not overcomplicate the issue, since: 

- recommendations from manufacturers for the GA and business aviation aircraft types should normally 

always be respected 

- this is not maintenance related: should operations with business aircraft be subjected to the same  

safety risk assessment as is recommended to be used for the large transport sector (or simply avoid 

areas with a low contamination of volcanic ash) 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 

 



  

 

Task: TF-AIR07: To monitor, report and recommend emerging technologies that measure volcanic 

cloud characteristics of concern to aircraft airworthiness. 

Progress 

No progress from the task team in the last three months. 

 

Issues identified 

Industry is still developing detection systems. For the so called Airborne Volcanic Object Imaging Detector 

(Avoid) tests are ongoing. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding 

timelines. 

 

 

— END — 


